
Thoughts on The 
Martyrs Mirror

By Dean Tay lor

ne of the most im pres sive his tor i cal ac counts of
rad i cal Chris tian ity and Chris tian per se cu tion
was re corded soon af ter the Ref or ma tion in a
large book en ti tled The Mar tyrs Mir ror.  This
stout hearted work was com piled by Thieleman

J.van Braght of Hol land in the year 1660 A.D.  
The work is avail able on line in its en tirety.  The pref ace

to the on line ver sion re marks about this ex traor di nary work:
The Mar tyrs Mir ror, the clas sic AD 1660 Dutch re li gious
his tory, me mo ri al izes the godly lives and glo ri ous deaths of
thou sands of ev ery Chris tians, es pe cially Eu ro pean Ana -
bap tist mar tyrs be tween 1524 and 1660.  The book shines a
mir ror on or di nary peo ple who ex pe ri enced a spir i tual re al -
ity that few to day can even imag ine.  Like the more fa mous
Fox’s Book of Mar tyrs, this com pi la tion at tempts to trace
the his tory of those through the cen tu ries, be gin ning with
the mar tyr dom of Christ’s apos tles, who were will ing to
“stand alone for a sim ple, obe di ent faith.”

Many of these sto ries are stun ning, but per haps one of
the most poi gnant tes ti mo nies of rad i cal Chris tian ity and
Christ-like faith re corded dur ing these trou bling times was
that of Dirk Willems.

Dirk was a young man who was con verted to Chris tian -
ity in Hol land dur ing a time of great per se cu tion.  The year
was 1529.  The Span ish had taken over Hol land and, want -

ing to sta bi lize the coun try, com mit ted them selves to putt ing 
an end to Ana bap tists and other rad i cal Chris tian non con -
form ists.  Ap par ently Dirk was no quiet be liever, but in -
stead, shared his faith openly and even al lowed oth ers to be
bap tized in his home.  The king’s pal ace in pres ent day
Asperen was turned into a prison.  Dirk, af ter be ing ar rested,
was tried and com mit ted to prison for his faith.  Af ter be ing
there some time Dirk fig ured a way of es cape.  Tak ing bed
sheets and ty ing knots in them, he let him self down the
prison walls.  Un for tu nately, he was quickly spot ted by the
bur go mas ter and the “thief-catcher” was sent fast on his pur -
suit.  Dirk swiftly made his es cape over a thin body of ice
that sur rounded the cas tle.  For a mo ment I imag ine Dirk
must have thought that he might just pull this off.  How ever,
the much heavier chief-catcher also at tempted to cross the
thin ice, but to his peril the ice split open and he fell to what
he must have thought was his death.  Dirk was well on his
way when he heard his pur suer’s cry for res cue.  Turn ing
around he re al ized that the thief-catch had fallen into the ice, 
and was now plead ing for his life.  

I have of ten won dered what Dirk Willems must have
been think ing at that mo ment.  In front of him was his life –
his free dom.  All he had to do was keep run ning.  Who
would blame him if he did n’t turn around to aid the
thief-catcher?  He had been falsely im pris oned, and to re turn 
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now would in ev i ta bly cost him his
life.  But Dirk had died to him self
years be fore when he gave his life to
Christ.  Now, if any real temp ta tions
to keep go ing had raced through his
mind at this mo ment, we would never 
know it from this ac count.

Je sus taught that His fol low ers
must love their en e mies, feed them,
and even bless them.  He knew that
Je sus had done that very thing for
him, and now it was his turn to do the
same for this drown ing man.  The ac -
count goes on to tell us that he im me -
di ately turned around and pulled his
pur suer out of the ice.  The thief-
catch was greatly moved by this un -
prec e dented act of com pas sion and
wanted to let Dirk go free.  How ever,
look ing on from a dis tance, the bur -
go mas ter screamed to the thief-
catcher re mind ing him that he had
sworn an oath of loy alty.  Sadly, the
bur go mas ter per suaded the thief-
catcher to choose loy alty to the state
over com pas sion for his res cuer, so
the thief-catcher ap pre hended Dirk
and brought him back into cap tiv ity.

Once back into cap tiv ity his per -
se cu tors showed no com pas sion on
him for his act of mercy.  In stead,
they re-con victed him for his crime
of her esy and re-bap tism.  The re port
says that he was then placed in se vere 
im pris on ment un til the day that he
was fi nally taken to the city square to
be burned at the stake.  This was an
aw ful death.  If burn ing at the stake
would be said to be ei ther good or
bad, this one was hor ri ble.  The eye -
wit ness re ports said that a strong east
wind was blow ing and that the up per
part of the fire was be ing blown away 
leav ing Dirk to suf fer hor ri bly be -
cause only the lower por tion of the
fire was burn ing him.  The eye wit -
nesses said that they heard him cry
out to God over sev enty times, “O my 
Lord, my God!”  Fi nally, a lo cal of fi -
cial trav el ing by on horse back was
filled with sor row for the young man
and he or dered that the fire be ar -
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ranged so that Dirk would be put to death quickly.
The Mar tyrs Mir ror fin ishes its ep i taph on Dirk

Willems’ say ing: 

“But as he had founded his faith not upon the drift -
ing sand of hu man com mand ments, but upon the
firm foun da tion stone, Christ Je sus, he, not with -
stand ing all evil winds of hu man doc trine, and
heavy show ers of ty ran ni cal and se vere per se cu -
tion, re mained im mov able and stead fast unto the
end; where fore, when the chief Shep herd shall ap -
pear in the clouds of heaven and gather to gether
His elect from all the ends of the earth, he shall also
through grace hear the words, ‘Well done, good and 
faith ful ser vant; thou has been faith ful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many things; en -
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord’” (1 Pet. 5:4; Mat.
24:31; 25:2).  

O, that each of us might have a tes ti mony just like that! 
A tes ti mony of a life that is un doubt edly sold out to God!  So 
that when all is said and done we, too, might run con fi dently
into the wel com ing arms of our blessed Sav ior and hear that
glo ri ous sal u ta tion, “…En ter thou into the joy of thy Lord!

Taken from “The Heartbeat of The Remnant”
 400 W Main St Ste 1, Ephrata, PA 17522 U.S.A.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Most clearly and def i nitely we do not agree
with some of the teach ings/doc trines of the Ana bap tist; but
what a CHALLENGE, re al iz ing the Scrip tural Truth that
Sal va tion is Free through the fin ished work of JESUS; but
dis ci ple ship may be costly!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Iraq In The Bible
Is rael is the na tion most of ten men tioned in the Bi ble. 

But do you know which na tion is sec ond?  It is Iraq!  How -
ever, that is not the name that is used in the Bi ble.  The
names found in the Bi ble are Bab y lon, Ur of the Chaldees,
Shinar, and Mes o po ta mia.  The word Mes o po ta mia means
be tween the two rivers, more ex actly be tween the Tigris and
Eu phra tes Rivers (in mod ern day Iraq).  The Iraq, means
“coun try with deep roots.”  In deed Iraq is a coun try with
deep roots and is a very sig nif i cant coun try in the Bi ble.  No
other na tion, ex cept Is rael, has more his tory and proph ecy
as so ci ated with it than Iraq.  

The “Cra dle of Civ i li za tion” is lo cated in Iraq.  Noah

descended into Iraq af ter the ark landed on top of Mt. Ara rat. 
By Gen e sis 11, the Tower of Ba bel was con structed in Iraq. 
Later on, Abra ham, the founder of the Jews, lived in Ur of the
Chaldees.  His an cient house is still a land mark to this day in
the south ern part of Iraq.  His daugh ter-in-law Rebekah was
from Nahor, an an cient city in Iraq.  Abra ham’s grand son Ja -
cob (also known as Is rael) met his wife Ra chel in Iraq.  Years
later, Jo nah (af ter spend ing three days in the whale) preached
to the city of Nineveh, which is lo cated in mod ern day Iraq. 
Old Tes ta ment  proph ets like Ezekiel and Amos preached in
Iraq.  Nebuchadnezzar, King of Bab y lon, car ried the Jews
cap tive into Iraq in 587 B.C.  Dan iel was thrown into the
lion’s den in an cient Iraq.  When Je sus was born, the wise
men from the east came from Iraq to Beth le hem.  Pe ter would
later go to Iraq to preach the gos pel.

But Iraq has n’t only had a sig nif i cant past.  Pres ently,
you can not read the daily pa per or lis ten to the news with out
hear ing about this coun try.  Ac cord ing to the Bi ble, Iraq may 
also have a very im por tant part in the fu ture.  It is ironic that
Iraq has come to the fore front in the last few years.  A care ful 
read ing of proph ecy in Rev e la tion (the last book of the Bi -
ble), chap ters 17 and 18, re veals both a world re li gious and
eco nomic sys tem known as Bab y lon.  Bab y lon is a Bi ble
word syn on y mous with Iraq.  Rev e la tion 17:5-6 de scribes a
one-world re li gion as, “Mys tery Bab y lon the great, the
mother of har lots and abom i na tions of the earth …. Drunken 
with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of Je sus.”  It
will ap par ently be a per se cut ing re li gion with its roots in the
Bab y lo nian wor ship of a mother and son (Semiramis and
Nim rod).  Ac cord ing to verse four, the re li gion will be very
wealthy.  Verses nine and eigh teen also in fer that this re li -
gion has ties with the city of Rome.  Verse six teen re veals
that this Bab y lo nian one world re li gion will be de stroyed
dur ing the trib u la tion pe riod.  

Then there is an other sys tem as so ci ated with Bab y lon
men tioned in Rev e la tion 18.  This one is po lit i cal in na ture,
and likely rep re sents a one-world gov ern ment.  This po lit i -
cal sys tem will even tu ally be de stroyed as well.  For years
there was spec u la tion con cern ing where this sys tem would
be head quar tered.  Now, many Bi ble schol ars feel that the
re vival of an cient Bab y lon as the cen ter of world power will
lit er ally be in Iraq.  The re mains of Bab y lon can still be seen
in cen tral Iraq.  As the sit u a tion in Iraq con tin ues to un fold, it 
will be in ter est ing to see if the coun try slowly evolves into
some type of a cen ter of world trade. 

Taken from “Faith for Life”  
(Spring Quarter Edition), 2008

Ed i tor’s Note: QUESTION: Could it be that the WCC, Ro man
Ca thol i cism, Lib er al ism, Etc. will make up the “false Prophet”
and the Muslim world (there are now app.1.6 bil lion Muslims)
will be the  “anti-Christ” in Rev e la tion 17 & 18???



The Dinosaur Dilemma
Soft Tis sue in a “70 Mil lion–Year-Old” Fos sil?

In 2005, a pa le on tol o gist (one who stud ies life-forms
from the dis tant past) in Montana found some thing that was
ab so lutely as ton ish ing.  It was n’t the Tyrannosaurus Rex he
found, though that was amaz ing in it self, but what was in -
side one of the thigh bones-SOFT TISSUE!  The tis sue was
de scribed by MSNBC as “flex i ble and re sil ient, and when
stretched re turns to its original shape.”

Even blood cells and whole blood ves sels were found.
Now, here is the pre dic a ment for mod ern pa le on tol o -

gists.  They be lieve that this fos sil is 70 mil lion years old.  Is
it pos si ble for a crea ture that has been dead for sup pos edly
mil lion years to have tis sue that is still soft?  Ac cord ing to
Mary Schweitzer, pa le on tol o gist of North Carolina State
Uni ver sity, there is no known pres er va tion method that will
keep tissue intact for this long.

“To my knowl edge, pres er va tion to this ex tent – where
you still have orig i nal flex i bil ity and trans par ency – has not
been noted in di no saurs be fore …our the o ries of how fos sils
are pre served don’t al low for this.”  She went on to say, “It
was ex actly like look ing at a slice of modern bone.”

You have to un der stand, bones are po rous.  That means
they have tiny mi cro scopic holes through which, given
enough time, all mois ture from within will dis ap pear, leav -
ing NO SOFT TISSUE.

YET, THERE IT IS.  How?  Well, let’s ask this ques tion: 
“Would a shorter time frame al low for soft tis sue to re main
soft?”  Sure.

Would 70 mil lion years al low tis sue to re main soft? 
ABSOLUTELY NOT!

Dr. Kevin An der son, di rec tor of Van Andel Re search
Cen ter says, “It’s hard enough to ex plain (soft tis sue pres er -
va tion) in 4000 years, (but) tens of mil lions goes to tally off
the charts …we can’t ex plain it at all.”  So what’s the an -
swer?  Sim ple: The Flood of Noah.

Us ing Bi ble chro nol ogy, the flood can be dated at 2345
BC (that’s an easy num ber to re mem ber!).  If you add that

num ber to 2008 years af ter the birth of Christ, that would
equal 4353 years ago.  When one sees the “pre dic a ment” in
the con text of Bi ble his tory, it is no lon ger a pre dic a ment,
but the answer.  

This T-Rex may have been hunt ing “lit tle” triceratops
the size of grandpa’s sta tion wagon, when he was in stantly
cov ered by mil lions of tons of wa ter, mud and de bris, pre -
serv ing his bones and the soft tis sue in side of them.

This is yet an other ex am ple of how re al ity does n’t fit the 
wish ful think ing of some one who is un will ing to ac cept the
Bi ble at face value.  

Taken from “FAITH for Life”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Notable Quotables
Teach ing:
As Abra ham Lin coln said, “Thee is just one way to

bring up a child in the way he should go (Prov erbs 22:6), and 
that it is to travel that way your self.”

The fu ture and suc cess of Amer ica is not in this Con sti -
tu tion, but in the laws of God upon which this Con sti tu tion
is founded.— James Madison

“Pos ter ity – you will never know how much it has cost
my gen er a tion to pre serve your free dom.  I hope you will
make good use of it.” — John Quincy Adams

“The man who knows the truth and has the op por tu nity
to tell it, but who none the less re fuses to, is among the most
shame ful of all crea tures.  God for bid that we should ever
be come so lax as that.”— The o dore Roosevelt.

Benjamin Rush, signer of the Dec la ra tion of In de pend -
ence, was asked, “Are you a dem o crat or an aris to crat?”  He
an swered, “I am nei ther.  I am a Christocrat.  I be lieve He,
alone, who cre ated and re deemed man is qual i fied to govern
him.”

“IF we ever for get that we’re “One Na tion Un der
God,” then we will be one na tion gone un der” — Ron ald
Reagan

4

Je sus Christ died on a cross to 
save that which He had made in

His own im age



The Bible or the Cell Phone?

I won der what would hap pen if we treated our BIBLES
like we treat our cell phone?

What IF we car ried it around in our purses or pock ets?
What IF we flipped through it sev eral times a day?
What IF we turned back to go get it IF we for got it?
What IF we used it to re ceive mes sages from the text?
What IF we treated it like we could n’t live with out it?
What IF we gave it to Kids as gifts?
What IF we used it when we trav eled?
What IF we used it in case of emer gency?
It’s some thing to make you go ….hmmmm….where is

my BIBLE?
Oh, and one more thing.  Un like our cell phone, we

don’t have to worry about our Bi ble be ing dis con nected be -
cause Je sus al ready paid the bill. Makes you stop and think:

Where are my pri or i ties?
And no dropped calls!

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

SCIENTIFIC Thoughts On The BIBLE

Oceans con tain springs (Job 38:16).  The ocean is very
deep.  Al most all the ocean floor is in to tal dark ness and the
pres sure there is enor mous.  It would have been im pos si ble
for Job to ex plore the “springs of the sea.”  Un til re cently, it
was thought that only rivers and rain fed oceans.  Yet in the
1970s, with the help of deep div ing re search sub ma rines that 
were con structed to with stand 6,000 pounds-per-square-
 inch pres sures, ocean og ra phers dis cov ered springs on the
ocean floors!

Our bod ies are made from the dust of the ground (Gen e -
sis 2:7; 3:19).  Sci en tists have dis cov ered that the hu man
body is com prised of some 28 base and trace el e ments-all of
which are found in the earth.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Don’t Wait for the Hearse

Don’t wait un til the Hearse hauls you to church.  If you
do:

1. You will go re gard less of the weather.  
2. You will go re gard less of your phys i cal con di -

tion.  

3. There will be beau ti ful flow ers there, but you
will not en joy them. 

4. You will go re gard less of how your fam ily feels.
5. The min is ter may say many good things, but

they will do you no good.  
6. There will be beau ti ful mu sic. But you won’t

hear it.
7. There will be heart felt prayers, but they will not

touch your heart.  
8. There will be friends and rel a tives there, but

you will not wor ship with them.  
9. You will go no mat ter how many hyp o crites are

there.
10. You will go no mat ter how much you are

needed at home or at work.
Selected.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Have you thanked GOD for His bless ings to -
day?  God never sends any one away empty ex cept those
who are al ready full of them selves.  

5

THE NEED FOR REVERENCE

“God is greatly to be feared …And to be held
in rev er ence”  (Psalm 89:7)

Many per sons who have been raised in our
churches no lon ger think in terms of rev er ence,
which seems to in di cate that they doubt God’s
pres ence is there!  Much of the blame must be
placed on the grow ing ac cep tance of a worldly
sec u lar ism that seems much more ap peal ing than
any real de sire for the spir i tual life that is pleas ing
to God.

We sec u lar ize God; the gos pel of Christ, and
we sec u lar ize wor ship!

No great and spir i tu ally minded men of God
are go ing to come out of such churches, nor any
great spir i tual move ment of be liev ing prayer and
re vival.  If God is to be hon ored and re vered and
truly wor shiped, He may have to sweep away and
start some where else!  Let us con fess that there is a 
ne ces sity for true wor ship among us.  If God is
who He says He is and if we are the be liev ing peo -
ple of God we claim to be, we must wor ship Him! 
In my own as sess ment, for men and women to lose 
the aware ness of God in our midst is a loss too ter -
ri ble ever to be ap praised!

A.W. Tozer



Believable …Yet Unbelievable!
The Christian Post Reports That Anglican
Leaders From The Church Of Nigeria Have
Warned The Worldwide Communion That
They “Cannot Walk Together” With
Provinces That Do Not Repent Of Their
Departure From Scripture

The House of Bish ops of the Church of Ni ge ria said in a
communiqué that it main tains its pos ture not to share fel low -
ship with mem ber-Prov inces that “den i grate the au thor ity of 
Scrip ture.”  “Our par tic i pa tion in this world wide fel low ship
is con tin gent on gen u ine re pen tance by those who have cho -
sen to walk away, for two can not walk to gether ex cept they
are in agree ment,” said the Most. Rev. Pe ter Akinola of the
Church of Ni ge ria in a state ment di rected to the U.S. – based 
Epis co pal Church which had con se crated an openly gay
bishop and elected Kath ar ine Jefferts Schori, who sup ports
same-sex un ions, as Pre sid ing Bishop of the U.S. arm of An -
gli can ism.  In Sep tem ber 2006, the Coun cil of An gli can
Prov inces in Af rica (CAPA) agreed to “The Road to
Lambeth,” clearly stat ing that the North Amer i can churches
must re pent or de part.  The Ni ge rian An gli can lead ers at the
re cent re treat re af firmed the CAPA doc u ment.

Crosswalk

The Belief of Unbelievers

It may sur prise many, but 75 per cent of the Amer i cans
who say they are not born-again Chris tians still be lieve the
Bib li cal ac count of Je sus lit er ally com ing back to life in His
Phys i cal body, ac cord ing to re cent re search by the North
Amer i can Mis sion Board’s Cen ter for Missional Re search.

Crosswalk

Open To Gays

The Jew ish Theo log i cal Sem i nary in New York, the in tel -
lec tual and spir i tual cen ter of con ser va tive Ju da ism, said Mon -
day, March 26, that it would be gin ac cept ing openly gay and
les bian can di dates into its rab bin i cal and cantorial schools.

Selected

The Decline of Evangelicals

A Chris tian col um nist and church re newal ad vo cate says
the Na tional As so ci a tion of Evan gel i cals is fol low ing the
“same his tor i cal path that led to the lib eral down fall of the Na -
tional Coun cil of Churches,” OneNewsNow.com re ports:

Mark Tooley of the In sti tute on Re li gion and De moc -
racy (IRD) be lieves the NCC mis-stepped more than 40
years ago when it be came more con cerned with left-wing is -
sues than those fa vored by its mod er ate to con ser va tive con -
stit u ency.  Now that the NAE has cho sen to rally around
causes like global warm ing.  Tooley ar gues they have cho -

sen the same route.  “How ever you may feel or think about
the is sue of global warm ing,” the IRD spokes man says, “I
think it is a very bad mis take for the Na tional As so ci a tion of
Evan gel i cals to get out front of its own church mem bers.”  

Crosswalk

Gay Episcopal Bishop to Wed

Epis co pal bishop Gene Rob in son knows he is in vit ing
death threats by en ter ing into a civil un ion with his gay part -
ner on the eve of his church’’s big gest ec cle si as ti cal con fer -
ence. And he says it is worth it, be cause he is do ing what
God asks of him.

“When your life is at stake, you learn that there are
things in life that are much worse than death,” Bishop Rob -
in son told TO DAY’s Matt Lauer Thurs day in New York.
“That’s the great re ward of be ing a Chris tian. Not liv ing
your life — that’s worse than death. And if some thing were
to hap pen to me, I would know that I am do ing what I dis -
cern God is call ing me to do.”

In 2003, Rob in son be came the first openly gay bishop in
the Epis co pal Church when he was elected by the con gre ga -
tions of New Hamp shire. Dubbed “the most con tro ver sial
Chris tian in the world,” he faced death threats then and wore a
bul let proof vest dur ing his con se cra tion. Now, he has an -
nounced that he will “marry” Mark An drew, his part ner of
some 20 years, a move sure to out rage con ser va tives in his re li -
gion.

“…The ta ble that God in vites us to in cludes ev ery one,
and the church is go ing to get it wrong some times,” Rob in -
son said. “I think the Arch bishop of Can ter bury has got ten
this wrong by not in vit ing ev ery one. I’m go ing to go and of -
fer my self and talk with any one who wants to talk to some -
one who is un asham edly gay and un asham edly Christian.”

…Rob in son feels that peo ple who use the Bi ble to con -
demn ho mo sex u als fail to un der stand Scrip ture. It is called an
abom i na tion for a man to lie with an other man as with a
woman, but, he writes, the Bi ble also says it is an abom i na tion
to eat pork or shell fish, to wear cloth ing made of two dif fer ent
fi bers, or to sow two dif fer ent types of seed in the same field. 

“We’ve of ten mis in ter preted Scrip ture,” Rob in son told
Lauer. “We’ve used Scrip ture to jus tify slav ery; the sub ju ga -
tion of women. And now we’re re al iz ing that what the Bi ble
ini tially seems to say about same-sex re la tion ships is not ac -
tu ally what we’re talk ing about to day — faith ful, mo nog a -
mous, life long-in ten tioned re la tion ships be tween peo ple of
the same sex.” [No it is n’t, Ed i tor]

By Mike Celizic 
TODAYShow.com contributor

 Thurs., May. 8, 2008
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Critical Of The Father
“And he an swer ing said to his fa ther, Lo, these many

years do I serve thee, nei ther trans gressed I at any time thy
com mand ment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I
might make merry with my friends:  But as soon as this thy
son was come, which had de voured thy liv ing with har lots,
thou hast killed for him the fat ted calf.”  (Luke 15:29-30).

When the el der son heard how much fuss his fa ther had
made over that ras cal who had squan dered his sub stance
with ri ot ous liv ing he got an gry.  “Just think of it,” the el der
son mut tered to him self, “he killed the fat ted calf for him
and gave him a royal re cep tion.  It is a dis grace.  It is enough
to make any body mad.”  So the el der son pouted and stayed
out side.  He said to the fa ther, “Here I have all these years
served thee and never dis obeyed thy com mand ments, yet
thou has never given me as much as a kid so that I could be
glad; But when this good-for-noth ing bum came home he
was re ceived like a prince.  It seems like my work is not
worth a thing.”

No, it is n’t.  You can not by your own good work merit
sal va tion and fa vor with God.  Not one of the Phar i sees will
ever be saved.  But what about Nicodemus, Paul and oth ers?  
They were not saved as Phar i sees, they were saved as sin -
ners.  Paul claimed he was the great est of all sin ners that
Christ had saved (1 Tim. 1:15).

If you be long in the cat e gory of the el der son, you better
ac knowl edge that you are on the wrong track.  It is ut terly
im pos si ble for any sin ner to merit sal va tion by his own
work.  God says, all the work you do be fore you are is dead
works, and you have to be saved from your works as well as
your sins be fore you can serve the liv ing God. (Heb. 9:14).

Why were the Phar i sees so self-sat is fied, so self-righ -
teous?  We read in Rom. 3:20, “for by the law is the knowl -
edge of sin.”  Why did n’t they get to know their sin and
sin ful ness?  For the sim ple rea son that they did n’t use the
law law fully.  Paul says in 1 Tim. 1:8, “We know the law is
good, if any one uses the law law fully.”  That is, use it for the
pur pose it was de signed.

The Phar i sees never ap plied the de mands of the law to
their hearts.  They were only taken up with the out ward ob -
ser vance of the law.  The el der son said, “I have not trans -
gressed any of your com mand ments.” (v. 29).

Was this true?  Far from it.  It was just a false pre sump -
tion.

The truth of the mat ter was that the el der son lacked love 
both for God and man.  He should have had a heart full of
love both for his fa ther and his brother.  But in stead it was
full of ha tred.  John says: “Who so ever hateth his brother is a 
mur derer” (1 John 3:15).

Hear what Je sus says: “For I say unto you.  That ex cept

your righ teous ness shall ex ceed the righ teous ness of the
scribes and the Phar i sees, ye shall in no wise en ter into the
king dom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20).  Only those who are
clothed in the per fect righ teous ness of the son of God will
ever be admitted. 

You better be sure you have got ten rid of your own filthy 
rags and are clothed in the per fect righ teous ness of the Son
of God. 

Taken from: “Hear Him” 
by Lars Stalsbröten

It Won’t Be Long

It May Be Soon
Some day I’ll cross the mys tic stream, 
It won’t be long; it may be soon.
Some day I’ll lay my bur den down
It won’t be long; it may be soon.

Some day I’ll reach the golden shore
And dwell with Je sus ev er more;
I’ll meet the ones who’ve gone be fore.
It won’t be long; it may be soon.

He’s com ing back with glory rare,
It won’t be long; it may be soon.
We’ll rise to meet Him in the air.
It won’t be long; it may be soon.

If He should call me, this I know;
I’m safe and ready now to go
I’m wait ing with my heart aglow.
It won’t be long; it may be soon.

Then as you travel on life’s way,
Through wa ters deep and bil lows cold,
You may have Je sus as your stay
He’ll walk with you and lead you home.

Oh, brother, will you let Him in?
He’ll save and keep you from sin
Till Heaven’s door you en ter in.
I won’t be long; it may be soon.

Parschauer Sisters
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Drawing Near
Let us there fore draw near with bold ness unto the throne 

of grace, that we may re ceive mercy, and may find grace to
help us in time of need.  (Heb. 4:16)

IT is when need knocks at our door that we may knock at 
the door of grace.  No mat ter how self-ev i dent this may
seem, it is nev er the less just then that we have our great est
doubts that we will be wel come.  We have gone to that door
so many times be fore: dare we go once more?  Is not that sin -
ning on grace?

What makes you feel sad and heavy is that you think
there is so lit tle fruit to show for all that you get.  With all the
grace that you have re ceived to this day, you should be a dif -
fer ent kind of per son.  Your grade is poor on pa tience, love,
and Chris tian dis po si tion.  Your life does not mea sure up to
what you should be as a Chris tian.  Your vic to ries are few,
and of ten you get no where.  This causes you to doubt, and
makes you dis cour aged.  

If this is your con di tion, you are surely in the right in all
that you ac cuse your self of. He who is not ashamed of his
own folly, is of all peo ple worst off. But our sin and shame
should not con sti tute a rea son for doubt ing Him who sits on
the throne of grace and who has prom ised us “mercy and
grace to help us in time of need.”

Where fore draw near with bold ness unto the throne of
grace, all you tired and worn Chris tians!  There is your
place, it has been given you by God Him self.  Si nai is too
steep for you, and your knees are too weak; but at Golgotha
ev ery thing that you need is given to you with out money and
with out price.  Lay hold on grace to day also as you did the
first time, and you shall be come strong in the Lord.  

Rich Thy mercy – strangely good!
O how oft have I of fended!
But through Thy re deem ing blood
All my fear of wrath is ended:
Yes, I now can wit ness give:
Je sus sin ners does re ceive!

“Thy Kingdom Come,” by Ludvig Hope
Used of special permission Augsburg Fortress Publishers

Copyright 1939,Minneapolis, MN  55440

Bear ing Fruit

“Ev ery branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it
may bear more fruit” (John 15 :2).

THE life of Je sus was full of love, joy, peace, long-suf -
fer ing, meek ness. And it is His will that the world should

ben e fit by this through His dis ci ples. They are the branches
which re ceive the life of Jesus in or der to live this  life out in
the world.

 It is this which is to win the world.
There fore the lives of the dis ci ples are more im por tant

than their work. 
The dis ci ples of Je sus live only to bear fruit for Je sus.

As much fruit as pos si ble. And Jesus, who has been given all 
power in heaven and On earth, guides the his tory of our lit tle 
lives and di rects ev ery thing in our daily walk with the one
end in view that we may bear as much fruit as pos si ble. 

That is what Je sus speaks of as cleans ing or prun ing the
branches. The prun ing is in tended to make the branches as
fruit ful as possible. 

If we re flected upon this a lit tle, many of the things that
hap pen to us in life would be eas ier to bear. Many of the
deep est prob lems of our lives would be solved in a simple
and edifying way. 

At some time or other we all meet with ad ver sity or suf -
fer ings so great that we can not fathom or un der stand them at 
all. But if we can look upon these things as the gar dener’s
wise and lov ing cleans ing of the branches, we will be set
free within, even though out wardly the ad ver sity and the
suf fer ing still con tinue. 

 If a vine is not pruned, there will be no fruit, only fo -
liage.  And if the Lord did not prune us, we would first be -
come spir i tu ally bar ren, and there af ter die. We should thank
the Lord that He does not hear all of our many prayers to be
spared ev ery thing that is hard and heavy to bear. 

We do not live in or der to have a good time, but to bear
fruit. Unto the glory of the Lord. If we will re mem ber this,
we will not be so sur prised when the Gar dener co mes to us
also with His prun ing knife.

Taken from God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby
Augsburg Publishing House
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Omis sion and Comission

Some times it is not what is be ing SAID that is wrong
– it is what is not be ing SAID!  Si lence is not al ways
“golden,” but some times just plain yel low.  

“For I tes tify to ev ery one who hears the words of the
proph ecy of this book: If any one adds to these things,  
God will add to him the plagues that are writ ten in
this book; and if any one takes away from the words of 
the book of this proph ecy, God shall take away his
part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and
from the things which are writ ten in this book.” (Rev e -

la tion 22:18-19)



The Service Of Intercession
In the morn ing:

The Lord turned the cap tiv ity of Job when he prayed for
his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had
be fore.   Job 42:10.

The friends caused Job much pain.  They did not mean
to trou ble him.  What they said to Job was partly true, but
they twisted the words around in such a way that Job was
tempted to rea son with God.

Of ten Job must have wished that his friends would be
quiet and leave him.  They and their words were tir ing him.

Job, how ever, con quered him self.
He won the vic tory by prayer.  In stead of blam ing his

friends and grow ing bit ter, he prayed for them.
And by this in ter ces sion, bless ing re turned to Job him -

self. The Lord turned the cap tiv ity of Job when he prayed for 
his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had
be fore.

Have you ex pe ri enced the bless ings of in ter ces sion?
They are two-fold.
By your prayer, the grace of God is poured out on the

one for whom you are pray ing.  Con sider how much other
peo ple lose when we do not pray for them.

At the same time, the bless ing re turns to the one who is
pray ing.  If you pray for only a few peo ple, you will be spir i -
tu ally poor your self.  We are all tempted to be come self-cen -
tered.  It ap pears very of ten in our prayers.  They are
cen tered just around our selves; con se quently, we find lit tle
en joy ment in our life of prayer, and so we get tired.

But there is a way out of this.
Pray more for other peo ple, and you will re joice ac cord -

ingly.  Be come an ea ger in ter ces sor and your whole life of
prayer will be come fruit ful.

If you are cen tered only in your self, your suf fer ing will
be come still greater.  If you ded i cate your self to prayer for
other peo ple, God will de liver you from your trib u la tions,
rec om pens ing you with blessings. 

At noon

In ter ces sion is the fruit of Chris tian love.  Lit tle in ter -
ces sion is caused by lit tle love.

In ter ces sion is prayer in the guise of ser vice.
In ter ces sion is open ing the win dows of our small cham -

ber, look ing out to the very end of the world.
In ter ces sion saves the one who is mak ing it from

self-cen tered prayer
In ter ces sion gives prayer a scheme and a goal.
In ter ces sion makes prayer ex cit ing and ex pec tant.
In ter ces sion is the best fa vour to a friend.  If you want to

know how many friends you have, just count how many you
are pray ing for.

In ter ces sion’s great est tri umph is prayer for en e mies.
In ter ces sion means con quest of aver sion and of ill-will.
In ter ces sion is the train ing-school of all Chris tian ac tiv -

ity.  Hav ing started to pray for a man, you will be obliged to
tes tify to him.  By pray ing the Lord of the har vest that He
will send forth la bour ers, you will soon be at work in His
har vest-field yourself.

In ter ces sion saves from cold rou tine.  
In ter ces sion is the last means of work that will be taken

out of the hands of God’s peo ple.  No pro hi bi tion of an un -
godly ruler can hin der us from in ter ces sion.

In ter ces sion is the hope of the world.  As long as a man
has an in ter ces sor, he may hope to be saved.

In ter ces sion is mov ing the arm of Al mighty God.
In ter ces sion means the death of spir i tual in do lence.
In ter ces sion co mes back to the one who prays with

bless ings and hap pi ness.
In ter ces sion’s great est ser vice takes place at the throne

of God, where the Heav enly High-Priest Him self, is re -
vealed as the In ter ces sor of the whole world.

The poem of the day

“Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord, I care not how,
But stir my heart in pas sion for the world,
Stir me to give, to go, but most to pray;
Stir, till the blood-red ban ner be un furled
O’er lands that still in hea then dark ness lie, 
O’er deserts where no cross is lifted high.”
“Stir me, oh! Lord, till all my heart
Is filled with strong com pas sion for these souls;
Till Thy com pel ling word drives me to pray;
Till Thy con strain ing love reach to the poles
Far north and south, in burn ing deep de sire,
Till east and west are caught in love’s great fire.”
“Stir me, oh, stir me, Lord, till prayer is pain,
Till prayer is joy, till prayer turns into praise;
Stir me, till heart and will and mind, yea, all
Is wholly Thine to use through all the days.
Stir, till I learn to pray ex ceed ingly;
Stir, till I learn to wait ex pec tantly.”

P. Head.

In the eve ning

And in like man ner the Spirit also helpeth our in fir mity:
for we know not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit Him -
self maketh in ter ces sion for us with groanings which can not
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be ut tered; and He that searcheth the heart knoweth what is
in the mind of the Spirit, be cause He makes in ter ces sion for
the saints ac cord ing to the will of God.  (Rom. 8:26-27)

I thank Thee, Thou Holy Spirit, Thou my Helper, for
mak ing in ter ces sion for me.  I my self am fee ble in prayer
and weak in in ter ces sion.  I thank Thee, be cause Thou art
pray ing for me, in spite of that.  Lord, I am in need of Thine
in ter ces sion.  Help my in fir mity.  Thy prayers are al ways an -
swered, for Thou art pray ing ac cord ing to the will of God.  

I thank Thee for this day, and I beg Thee, make even me
a better in ter ces sor.  

Amen.
Taken from “On Our Father’s Knee” 

(Devotions for Times Of Illness) by Fredrik Wisloff
Copyright 1966

Special per mis sion given by Augsburg Pub lish ing House
426 South Fifth Street, Min ne ap o lis, MN   55415. 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The First Chris tian Wit nesses

Mo ses wished fer vently that all God’s peo ple were
proph ets.  Num. 11:29.  All God’s peo ple be long to the royal
priest hood.  1 Pe ter 2:9.  One of the blessed rights of this
priest hood of be liev ers is to bear wit ness of Him who has
“called us out of dark ness into His mar vel ous light.”

The first wit nesses were un learned lay peo ple.  Acts
4:13.  But “They took knowl edge of them that they had been
with Je sus.”  Men felt the power of their holy lives.  They
felt the power of their tes ti mony.  How is it to day?  We need
both the lip-tes ti mony and the life-tes ti mony.

Just be fore part ing, Je sus told His own to go into all the
world and preach the Gos pel to ev ery crea ture.  Mark 16:15.

And out the liv ing wit nesses went– men, women and
even chil dren, while the en e mies tried in ev ery way to stop
them.  Acts 4:17.  But they had to obey God more than man,
and could not but be liv ing wit nesses for Christ of the  things 
they had ex pe ri enced.  Acts 4:19, 20.

The per se cu tion which the dead Jew ish Church raised
helped to scat ter the liv ing fire.  God’s peo ple, ex cept the
apos tles, left Je ru sa lem and went ev ery where preach ing the
liv ing Word.  Acts 8:1,4.  “Their lives and lips expressed the
holy Gos pel they professed.

Some were es pe cially gifted by God to do per sonal
work with the in di vid ual, like Philip.  Acts 4:26-40.  He led
the eu nuch to Christ while they rode in the char iot.  What a
holy love for souls!  How few of us have this liv ing fire now!

God made use of an ob scure Chris tian, Ananias, to lead
the wise and learned Saul to the Gos pel light.  Acts 9:17.

Don’t for get that God is still choos ing the fool ish in stru -
ment to con found the wise.  God works through the lowly
and de spised to bring the great down to noth ing- that no
flesh shall glory be fore Him.  1 Cor. 1:27-29.  All In ner Mis -
sion and lay man’s work has ad vanced along these lines.  We
need es pe cially to stress it in these days when ed u ca tion and
theo log i cal learn ing are wor shipped.  God is still call ing
Ananias to go to Saul to set Him free!  Why did not God send 
a theological professor?

But we had no preach ers and pro fes sors with a de gree of 
learn ing in those days.  Had not Christ told them: “But be
not ye called Rabbi; for one is your Mas ter, even Christ; and
you are all breth ren.  And call no man fa ther upon the earth;
for one is your Fa ther, which is in heaven.  Nei ther be ye
called mas ters; for one is your Mas ter, even Christ”

How is Christ’s Word fol lowed in this age?  The Ro man
Cath o lics have fa thers–even holy fa thers.  Among oth ers we 
have “rev er end” Rt. Rev er end, Bishop, Doc tor of Di vin ity
and var i ous kinds of “masters.”

We are thank ful we do not have Dr. Mat thew, Dr. Mark,
Dr.Luke and Dr. John or Dr. Paul–though some are bound to
say St. John, etc.  But they never called them selves for spe -
cial “saints”.  We are all saints in Je sus.

John calls him self an el der.  2 John 1:3, John 1.  Pe ter
says about him self: I am also an el der!   No car di nal, no
pope, just an el der among the other el ders of the Church. 
Paul called him self “less than the least of all saints.”  (Eph.
3:8).  By such men the souls were won in the first cen tury. 
Yes, the evan ge list Philip had four daugh ters, who were
along in the soul-win ning work.  Acts 21:9.  Did Paul hin der
them?  On the con trary, Paul de sired for them all to have
spir i tual gifts, es pe cially that they might proph esy.  For he
that prophesieth speaketh unto men to ed i fi ca tion, and ex -
hor ta tion and com fort.  1 Cor. 14:1,3.  

That is the proph esy we need to day.  The proph esy of
Jo nah to Nineveh: “ex cept you all re pent, you will like wise
per ish.”  And the tes ti mony, which is proph esy for ed i fi ca -
tion and com fort in these days of de pres sion and
discouragement.

Taken from “The Hauge Movement in America”
Authors: S. S. Gjerde & P. Ljostveit, Chapter 2
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LOVE can not abound with out 
knowl edge and dis cern ment.

“My peo ple are de stroyed for lack of knowl edge.  Be -
cause you have re jected knowl edge, I will also re ject you
from be ing My priest.  Since you have for got ten the law
of your God, I will also for get your chil dren.” (Ho sea 4:6)



From Our Fellowship Circle

EO Story City, IA
I en joy the “Morn ing Glory” very much.  It has many good
mes sages.  May the Lord richly Bless you.

LV LeRoy, MN
En closed please find___to re new my sub scrip tion.  I en joy it 
very much.  Keep Up the Good Work.

AG Karlstad, MN
A gift in mem ory of my hus band who passed away May 7,
2008.

JA Forest City, IA
Greet ings from I Pe ter 5:7-11.  May our Lord Je sus bless
you as He has me so many times when Sa tan is go ing about
to de stroy my faith.  We need to have the ar mour on al ways
so we can live with Vic tory again and again.  In the 10th
verse af ter we have suf fered a while, He will make us per fect 
or com plete, stablish, strengthen, set tle or re store us.  My
mind needs to be re newed again and again.  (Romans
12:1&2)  I hope I never lose the won der of His love when He 
res cued both of us from life with out Him.  What a mir a cle of
love and grace! En clos ing a gift in mem ory of my hus band.
Thanks for com ing to For est City for the con fer ence as we
were blessed to hear the old truths that we love. 

POWER OF PRAYER 

On a gloomy morn ing in 1857, a man named Lamphier,
liv ing in New York City, boarded a horse-drawn street car to
go to his of fice on Fulton Street.  

On the way down town he read the morn ing pa per – it
was prob a bly the New York Tri bune, ed ited by Hor ace
Greeley.  The news he read was that the coun try was in the
grip of an eco nomic de pres sion – in those days it was called
a “panic.”

Busi nesses were clos ing down.  Thou sands were walk -
ing the streets, out of work.  Con di tions were pro foundly
dis turb ing.

Lamphier, along with many oth ers, read these pes si mis -
tic and alarm ing re ports and was wor ried.

Now, who was Lamphier?  A great cap tain of in dus try? 
No.  He was only a sim ple clerk in an of fice on Fulton Street.

But there was one im por tant thing about Lamphier: he
be lieved in prayer.  And un der the im pact of the gloomy
news in his morn ing pa per, he got an in spi ra tion.

That same day he sent a note to all his busi ness ac quain -
tances tell ing them that, be gin ning the next day, there would
be a prayer meet ing in a cer tain of fice on Fulton Street daily
at noon.  He hoped that each of them would attend.

For his first prayer meet ing, he ar ranged twenty chairs
in a cir cle.  That first day only one chair was filled; its oc cu -
pant was Lamphier him self.  But that did not dis cour age
him.  Alone, he prayed that there might be a tre men dous
change in him and in Amer ica.  The sec ond day a few friends 
joined him.  The next day all twenty chairs were filled.

Day af ter day these men met and prayed to gether.  Soon
a sim i lar prayer meet ing was started on Wall Street, then one 
on Wil liam Street, then an other on Broad way.  The move -
ment spread like wild-fire to oth ers parts of the coun try -
Boston, Phil a del phia, Den ver, the south, the West Coast.

Prayer groups sprang up ev ery where.  Soon there was a
great re li gious re vival, and with it came a new up surge in the 
moral and spir i tual life of the peo ple.  It was fol lowed by an
era of sound pros per ity and progress. 

It was one of the great est dem on stra tions of the power of 
united prayer and faith that this coun try ever wit nessed. 
And it all be gan with one man, an ev ery day clerk who re -
leased tre men dous power of prayer.

Lamphier’s achieve ment was a dem on stra tion of an
age-old prin ci ple: that you can change your life, that I can
change mine, and that to gether we can change the world
around us.

Ba si cally, all we need to do is get hold of God in prayer. 
Or, better still, let God get hold of us.

I. H. Convention Herald
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He Is Able

1. He able to save (Heb. 7:25)

2. He is able to keep you from fall ing (Jude 24)

3. He is able to help those who are tempted (Heb.
2:18)

4. He is able to do for us more than we can ask or
think (Eph. 3:20)

5. He is able to make all grace abound (II Cor. 9:8)

Selected



Why Does A Loving God Allow 
Bad Things To Happen?

In July of 1945, the war ship USS In di a nap o lis had just
de liv ered the atomic bomb.  On its way back home it was
tor pe doed by the Jap a nese and sunk, strand ing hun dreds of
men in the Pa cific Ocean.  In the days that fol lowed, many
men per ished by sharks or oth ers means un til the tat tered
sur vi vors were fi nally res cued.  How tragic.

If we look at WW II alone, we see an aw ful death count
of 54 mil lion.  We could add WW I, and the other twen ti -
eth-cen tury wars and the death count would be over 100 mil -
lion.  I have been to Jew ish ho lo caust mu se ums in both
Lon don and Je ru sa lem, and have seen the den tures, shoes,
and prison gar ments of some of the six mil lion Jews who
died hor ri ble deaths in Hit ler’s con cen tra tion camps.  I have
spo ken with some of the sur vi vors and heard their hor rific
ac counts of what they went through.  It all poses the ques -
tion, “How could a lov ing God al low such bad things to hap -
pen?”

THE PERPLEXITY

Jer e miah 12:1 “Righ teous art thou, O Lord…yet let me
talk with thee of thy judg ments:  Where fore doth the way

of the wicked pros per?”
How could a just and fair God al low such in jus tices? 

This ques tion has led to a “cri sis of faith” in the lives of
many peo ple.  Trag e dies oc cur on a daily ba sis such as mur -
ders, school shoot ings, abor tions, rapes, ac ci dents, fi nan cial
woes, prob lems with re la tion ships, and sick ness.  Ac cord ing 
to Dr. Horn of the U.S. Health & Hu man Ser vices, on an av -
er age day in Amer ica, thou sands of guns are brought to
school, 7700 teens be come preg nant, 1100 teen abor tions
take place, hun dreds of teens con tract sex ual dis eases, and a
sad num ber of teens com mit sui cide.

A ran dom sur vey of teens in Bal ti more found that 72%
of them per son ally know some one who has been shot. 
Sadly, such things hap pen in our world.  Je sus said in Mat -
thew 18:7, “For it must needs be that of fences come.” Ev -
ery day tragic di vorces take place, loved ones die, chil dren
are kid naped or mo lested, peo ple are cheated and aw ful in -
jus tices oc cur.  Such things can crush us to the ground.  How
could God al low this to go on?

THE PARADOX

Ezekiel 18:25 “Ye say, the way of the Lord 
is not equal.  Hear now… Is not my way

equal?  Are not your ways un equal?”

When bad things hap pen, many peo ple im me di ately put

God on trial.  A mul ti tude of “sec ond guess ers” put God in a
cor ner, point their fin ger, and ac cuse God of un fair ness.  But
let’s take a look at the real prob lem.  We won der why God al -
lows bad things to hap pen.  If God were to elim i nate the
source of the bad, He would have to start with man kind, i.e.,
us!  We are the prob lem.  The Bi ble says, “There is none
righ teous, no not one”.

We are all guilty of self ish ness, pride, lies, lust, cov et -
ous ness, stub born ness, and a host of other things.  The prob -
lem with this world is a sin prob lem.  There is war in the
world be cause there is war in our hearts.  We ex pect na tions
to get along with each other when hus bands and wives can -
not even get along.  We talk about world peace while neigh -
bors, sib lings, co-work ers, and rel a tives fight like cats and
dogs.  The prob lem is us, not God.  Je sus traced the world’s
prob lems to our own sin ful hearts.  He said in Mat thew
15:19 “For out of the heart pro ceed evil thoughts, mur ders,
adul ter ies, for ni ca tions, thefts, false wit ness, blas phe mies: 
These are the things which de file a man.”

There is evil in the world be cause there is evil in the
heart.  If God were to rid the world of “bad”, He would have
to be gin with each of us.  We need to con sider that be fore we
get too in dig nant to ward God.  Man kind is the one who has
cre ated the war prob lem, the al co hol prob lem, the AIDS
prob lem, the im mo ral ity prob lem, the di vorce prob lem, and
ev ery other prob lem. We live in a so ci ety of re bel lion and
law less ness be cause we have re jected God’s in struc tion for
life given to us in the Word of God (Bi ble).  For ex am ple, if
we fol lowed God’s in struc tion from the Bi ble on al co hol, we 
would n’t have drunk driv ers kill ing in no cent peo ple.  When
things go wrong in the world, it is un fair for us to turn
around and blame God.  The Bi ble says in Gen e sis 18:25,
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”  We are the
cul prits, not the vic tims, and we need to be hon est enough to
ad mit it.  We have the nerve to blame God, in stead of re pent -
ing of our sin.  God has no ob li ga tion to res cue us from the
mess we’re mak ing.  We need to take an hon est look within,
and think twice be fore we de mand jus tice.

THE PREMISE

Romans 9:14  “What shall we say then? 
Is there un righ teous ness with God?  God

for bid.”

Why do bad things hap pen?  Does it mean God is cal -
lous, un fair, or does n’t ex ist?  Or could it be that we have
elim i nated God from our so ci ety?  We have kicked God,
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prayer, and the Bi ble out of our schools.  We have lis tened to
the “ex perts” like Dr. Spock tell us that God’s way of rais ing
chil dren is wrong.  We have passed out con doms to our pub -
lic school chil dren and sent the mes sage that it is ac cept able
to be im moral in spite of what God says.  We have as sisted
our teen girls in hav ing abor tions with out their par ent’s
knowl edge.  We have bought the lie that elected of fi cials can 
be un godly and im moral as long as they do their job and the
econ omy is good.  Through the tele vi sion, we have al lowed
end less hours of rape, drugs, mur ders, and other un god li ness 
to be flushed into our liv ing rooms like raw sew age.  We
have told our chil dren they evolved from an i mals and then
we won der why they act like them.  Maybe if we thought
about it long and hard enough, we might re al ize we are reap -
ing what we’ve sown.  In so many words, we’ve told God to
leave us alone.  Should we be sur prised if He has com plied
with our wishes?

We now have the so ci ety we wanted, but don’t like the
con se quences.  Un for tu nately, many are con trib ut ing to the
moral de mise of our na tion by re de fin ing “right and wrong,” 
and mov ing the bound ary un til noth ing is sa cred any more. 
We have been brain washed into think ing such a cul ture is
nor mal.  We have to ask our selves, “What kind of a so ci ety
will we be leav ing be hind for our chil dren and grand chil -
dren?”  Very few dare to ad dress the root of the prob lem. 
When a preacher speaks out against such thing, he is scorned 
as “un lov ing and fa nat i cal.”  Hu man na ture has al ways
wanted smooth and ac com mo dat ing the ol ogy.

Even in Bi ble times peo ple were say ing to the preach ers, 
“Proph esy not unto us right things…speak unto us smooth
things…proph esy de ceits”  (Isa iah 30:10). The Bi ble adds,
“For the time will come when they will not en dure sound
doc trine…And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth”  (2 Tim o thy 4:3-4).  God has backed away and watched
as man has cho sen sin over his Cre ator.  God has given us a
free will.  He does n’t force us to love, obey, or fol low Him. 
But when we ig nore God’s “in struc tion man ual” on life (the
Bi ble), sin and trag edy will be the re sult.

THE PERCEPTION

Isa iah 55:8-9  “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, nei ther are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heav ens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts

than your thoughts.”

We will never be able to fully un der stand God’s ways,
and we’re out of our league” when we at tempt to do so (Ps.
131:1).  God sees a much big ger pic ture than we will ever
see.  The Bi ble men tions “the pur pose of Him who worketh
all things af ter the coun sel of his own will.”(Eph 1:11)  There
are no ac ci dents or co in ci dences with God.  There are many

Bi ble ex am ples of God work ing all things out for a much
big ger pur pose than was re al ized at the time.  So, why does a 
lov ing God al low bad things to hap pen?  Per haps it’s to
show us our own frailty, and re mind us of im pend ing death. 
Per haps it is to help us get our eyes off this tem po ral world. 
Maybe He is try ing to cul ti vate hu mil ity or pa tience in our
lives.  Per haps God al lows tri als in life to cause us to look to
Him for sup port.  Maybe God al lows af flic tion in our life to
get us back on track when we are stray ing.  

Da vid wrote in Psalm 119:67,71 “Be fore I was af flicted
I went astray:  but now have I kept thy word.  It is good for
me that I have been af flicted.”  What ever the rea son, we
must also re mem ber that heart aches are part of a world that
has been cursed by sin since the Gar den of Eden.  Yet, our
Cre ator did not leave us with out a rem edy.  He loved us
enough to send His own Son into the world to die for our
sins.

Many years ago, a heart bro ken fa ther asked his pas tor,
“Where was God when my son died?”  The pas tor wisely re -
sponded, “God was in the very same place He was when His
own Son died”.  God has proven His love for us.  When trag -
edy strikes our lives, we can ei ther get bit ter or better.  It can
ei ther drive us to God or from God, de pend ing on our re ac -
tion (Zech 13:9).  I spoke with a WW II ho lo caust sur vi vor
who could have been bit ter, but in stead pro claimed his im -
mense love and trust for God.  The world is full of in jus tices
in clud ing the ones com mit ted by those who are point ing a
fin ger at God.  One day God will judge all in jus tices (Matt
13:41).  It is not our re spon si bil ity to sec ond-guess God, but
to trust Him.

Pastor Tony Scheving
Faith For Life
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Proper Doc trine
IF the doc trine is not right; GOD will not ac cept

our wor ship of HIM.
“But the hour com eth, and now is, when the true

wor ship pers shall wor ship the Fa ther in spirit and in
truth:  for the Fa ther seeketh such to wor ship Him. 
God is a Spirit: and they that wor ship Him must wor -
ship Him in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23-24)

Thus there is a real “dan ger” we can be ‘wor -
shiping’ our ‘wor ship’.  Is not Con tem po rary wor ship 
pre cisely that?  Is it not a vain at tempt to try and wor -
ship God by wordly mu sic and fleshly ap peal?

How sad that most peo ple in Chris ten dom can’t
even tell the dif fer ence!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

The Ab so lute Es sen tial Word of God, The BIBLE!
“If the foun da tions are de stroyed, What can the righ teous do?”  “For ever, O LORD, Your

word is set tled in heaven.”  (Psalm 11:3 & 119:89)

No im i ta tion, No sub sti tute is equal to the Word of God,
the Bi ble, and that makes it ‘in cred i ble’ which is un be liev -
able, as ton ish ing and amaz ing; BUT more than that, the
BIBLE is unique: which is “be ing the only one of its kind,
be ing with out an equal or equiv a lent.

One of the great ‘re form ers’ of years gone by stated that
the time is com ing when they (the spir i tual en emy) would be
stab bing at faith and scat ter ing doubt.  Even though this ac -
tu ally started in the Gar den of Eden (Gen e sis 3), we are ex -
pe ri enc ing it very def i nitely in our day!  

Let me share with you three very ba sic rea sons why the
foun da tion (Bi ble) is very cru cial and with out any ‘equals’
for us as sin ful hu man be ings.   

First, let me men tion, we do not ‘wor ship’ the Book;
BUT the ONE whom the Book re veals!  JESUS and the Bi -
ble are in sep a ra ble!  John 1:1,14.

By the way, can a per son be come truly saved with out
com ing in con tact with some por tion of the Word of GOD in
some way (means)?  Romans 10:17.  

1. SALVATION: With out the Word there is no
“Sal va tion” as the “Word” is the power of God unto Sal va -
tion.  A per son can ‘re form’ their life or what ever; but not
“trans form” it from ‘within’ and thus as a re sult ex presses it -
self with out.  “Hav ing been born again, not of cor rupt ible
seed but in cor rupt ible, through the word of God which lives
and abides for ever.” 1 Pe ter 1:23.  (Romans 1:16)  An un -
saved per son ‘re ally’ has NO de sire to come un der the hear -
ing of the Word of God un less they have been ‘duped’ into
some ‘false teach ing’.  To day, many are very sin cere, but
that is not enough.  To see our real need we must be will ing
to deal with our own sin prob lem. Mar tin Lu ther speaks of
the Bi ble as a ‘closed’ Book un less we deal with SIN.  For
ex am ple, if one is headed in the wrong di rec tion, re gard less
of how sin cere (and man kind is), we need to know at least a
lit tle of what God says about SIN to ex pe ri ence our
ABSOLUTE ne ces sity of a con ver sion (turn about). Prov -
erbs 14:12, 15-16, Luke 19:10.   Likely, if you have not
seen your self spir i tu ally LOST, then you have not been
found ei ther!

Is n’t it sad and tragic that EVEN some of God’s peo ple
are bored with the Word of God and want some en ter tain -
ment and emo tional ex pe ri ence that is sen sa tional?  How
this must be an in sult to GOD, build ing on emo tional ex pe ri -
ences in stead of His In cor rupt ible Word that is for ever set -
tled in Heaven!  

How WE NEED a ‘Heaven sent re vival’ from the ‘Pres -
ence of the Lord’ and not only as a re sult of the same to ‘ex -
pe ri ence’ that peo ple be gen u inely saved; but that God’s
peo ple might be re vived (re newed, re freshed) and a de sire
for the PURE Word of GOD!  (Let us PRAY for such, be gin -
ning with US!  1 Co rin thi ans 15:1-2.

2. NUTRITION:  “As new born babes de sire
(crave) the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby”.  1 Pe ter 2:2.  So of ten to day folk want to hear from 
the ‘sa cred desk’ and else where ONLY that which pleases
and com forts them! They “sugar coat” the Word of God,
which the Bi ble calls “itch ing ears” -  1 Tim o thy 4:1-2  It is
kind of like ‘win dow shop ping’.  No tice what God says:
“One who turns away his ear from hear ing the law, even his
prayer is an abom i na tion” Prov erbs 28:9.  “But we know
that the law is good if one uses it law fully” 1 Tim o thy 1:8. 
Most cer tainly we are saved by GRACE and kept by
GRACE; but the Law is not only our school mas ter (tu tor) to
bring US to Christ; but helps keep us there; it is like a “mir -
ror” that re veals OUR SIN (Need & di rec tion)!  Galatians
3:24, Mat thew 5:17 - 20.

If you have been en trusted with chil dren ‘in her i tance’,
REMEMBER how hun gry they were at meal time - so we
are ad mon ished to have like hun ger for the Word of God for
‘growth’ in JESUS.   Grow in GRACE and knowl edge of….
Toooo BUSY?  Then YOU are busier than GOD in tends!!!  
Do YOU take time (dis ci pline) to feed your ‘soul’ at least
once a day?  Please prayer fully read Nehemiah 8,i.e., and
LET the Holy Spirit make it food for your soul! 

True Chris tian Fel low ship is based on the WORD!  The
foun da tional ba sis for true Chris tian Fel low ship is found in
1 John 1:1-10 & 1 JOHN 2:12!  No tice it states “be cause
your sins are for given.” For give ness is the glue that bonds
Chris tian Fel low ship to gether!  Pon der the fol low ing: 
Ho sea 4:6, He brews 5:12 - 14 & John 12:35.  “Be dil i gent
(Study to show) to pres ent your self ap proved to God, a
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly di vid ing
the word of truth”  II Tim o thy 2:15, Galatians 6:3, 1 Co -
rin thi ans 8:2.    

3. OFFENSIVE:  “And take the hel met of sal va -
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”
Ephe sians 6:17.

WE are in a “Spir i tual Bat tle” – it is not ‘make-be lieve,
nor a scrim mage, but a bat tle unto life eter nal or eter nal sep -
a ra tion from God!)  Mark it clearly - Sa tan is out to kill
YOU!  OUR ‘bat tle’ is not against flesh and blood.  BUT

con tin ued on pg. 15
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Up Date

CONVICTION & NEED

“But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is He
that giveth thee power to get wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:18).  
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth”
(Colossians 3:1-2) 

Just very recently we received a letter from a “reader”
friend who expressed appreciation that the Morning Glory
had been a real blessing and help to them; but please
remove them from your mailing list!  My question is: IF
(by the GRACE of God) the MG has been such a ‘vessel’ to 
the glory of God and are of a ‘kindred spirit’, how can such
a ministry carry on without the support of those who are of
a ‘like mind’?  My conviction and concern is that we do not 
receive adequate ‘finances’ to support our  conservative
cost expenses, it won’t be long before we are writing our
own obituary!  We NEED to ‘rally’ with much prayer
support and finances (as the Lord leads) IF we are taking
JESUS seriously and consistently – IF we are to meet the
challenge “occupy ‘til I come.”  What is entrusted to “us”
is to be used to HIS glory!  “For the earth is the Lord’s, and
the fullness thereof.” (1 Corinthians 10:26)  In other words
if those of US who are in agreement do not support this
ministry (in the Lord), WHO is left to do so?  Having ‘our’
financial expenses met does give relief and efforts/energy
can be focused on other important functions of this
ministry!  We are expected to use God’s wealth (what
HE entrusts to us) for HIS Kingdom gain!  “Then he
commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom
he had given the money, that he might know how much
every man had gained by trading” (Luke 19:15)  JESUS
addressed quite frequently money matters, because money
matters. Jesus said, “For  where your ‘treasures’ are there
will your heart be also.”  Be assured that the Hauge
Lutheran Innermission Board quite rigorously measures
our expenditures and our methods conscientiously before
the Lord in human prudence and godly trust. Thankfully,
the LORD has favored us with wise counselors to assist in
managing the resources you have shared with this ministry.  
WE are indeed grateful for HIS supply through YOU! 
Tarry at a promise of HIS till God meets you there!

April Income for the Morning Glory is:  $1,247.05

Cost for each issue of the Morning Glory is approximately
$2,375

P.S.  Re mem ber the dates of the An nual Con fer ence
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion are:
June 27-29, 2008 (Lord will ing) at Em man uel Lu -
theran Church of ru ral Wanamingo, MN

WHAT did JESUS use while HE was here on earth in HIS 
‘spir i tual bat tles?  THE WORD OF GOD!  “Ev ery word
of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust
in him, Do not add to His words, Let He re buke you, and
you be found a liar” Prov erbs 30:5-6.  Re mem ber God
says what He means and means what He says!  IF we do 
not obey His Word (Grace & love for), HE will send a de -
lu sion.  “And for this rea son God will send them strong
de lu sion, that they should be lieve the lie” II
Thessalonians 2:11, 2:10, 2 Tim o thy 3:7- 8.  BUT Psalm
119:103, 111, 127, 174.  “For  I tes tify to ev ery one who
hears the words of the proph ecy of this book: If any one
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that
are writ ten in this book; and if any one takes away from
the words of the book of this proph ecy God shall take
away this part from the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are writ ten in this book.”  (Rev -

e la tion 22:18 - 19).  

LEST THOU FORGET:  “Only take heed to thy self,
and keep thy soul dil i gently, lest thou for get the things
which thine eyes have seen, and lest they de part from thy

The Press ing Need
What is re ally the press ing need in the church of Je sus Christ 
to day?  Is it ed u ca tion?  Hardly!  Peo ple to day can ac cess
great ser mons on the internet.  Peo ple to day can ac cess Bi ble 
soft ware that will ac cu rately parse He brew and Greek.  Peo -
ple to day can ac cess wor ship ser vices on ca ble and dish net -
works and lis ten to the most ‘anointed’ teach ers of the Word.

Yet, the church to day is at a low as far as at ten dance,
con vic tions, and im pact upon the un be liev ing world.  What
is the press ing need?  Is it not dis cern ment?  Much of what is
panned off as be ing from God is not.  Only those who are
bro ken of self, yielded to God and have sur ren dered their
will and self to God can truly walk and dis cern by the Spirit
what is truly go ing on to day.

It is pre cisely what the Scrip ture says, “But the nat u ral
man receiveth not he things of the Spirit of God:  for they are
fool ish ness to him:  nei ther can he know them, be cause they
are spir i tu ally dis cerned.” (1 Cor. 2:14)  It is not by hu man
at tain ment, but only through spir i tual walk will this come. 
Much min is try to day is ad dressed at “nat u ral men,” that is,
peo ple who walk, live and think through hu man rea son.  Un -
less you are spir i tu ally dis cern ing the work, you will end up
de ceived into think ing this is from God.

Dear soul, will you put your self on the al tar in sur ren -
der, sacrifice and death of self to day?  Your fu ture life de -
pends on it.                  Se lected
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Vol ume XC•Num ber 5 • June 2008 
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
HAUGE LUTHERAN INNERMISSION

FEDERATION

When?  June 27 – 29, 2008

Where?  Em man uel Lu theran Church
   Ru ral Wanamingo, MN.

Host Pas tor: Pas tor Mar tin Horn

SCHEDULE:

Fri day, June 27 at 7:30 p.m. — Guest Speaker
Pas tor Omar Gjerness, (Fergus Falls, MN)

  Re fresh ments fol low ing the ser vice

Sat ur day, June 28 at 9:15 a.m. – 9:40 a.m. =
Prayer Time

9:40 a.m. – 10:35 a.m. = Pas tor Rodney Stueland

10:35 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. = Re fresh ments

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. = Pas tor Mar tin Horn

12 (noon) – Pot luck meal at the Church

1:15 p.m. – 2:15 p.m. = Pas tor Rodney Stueland

2:15 p.m. – 3 p.m. = Fel low ship Time, Tes ti mo -
nies, Gos pel Songs & Hymns

3 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. = Re fresh ments

3:30 p.m. – An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion and HLIF Board Meet ing
fol low ing

7:30 p.m. = Pas tor Omar Gjerness

  Re fresh ments fol low ing the ser vice

Sunday, June 29

WORSHIP SERVICE: Pas tor Omar Gjerness

Ac com mo da tions Sug ges tion:
 Mo tel at Zumbrota, Minn.

Theme & Theme Song:  JESUS ONLY

You are ‘urged’ and very WELCOME to At tend – WE 
be lieve that YOU will be richly blessed in do ing so!!!

Di rec tions to the church:  From Kenyon, Min ne -
sota, go 5 miles East on High way 60.  Go North
(Left) on High way 1 for 4 miles to the church.

Can “we” count on ‘you’ for prayer sup port, at ten -
dance and en cour age ment?

WELCOME!
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Evan ge lis tic Tent
Meetings

Em man uel Lu theran Church of ru ral Wana -
mingo, MN will be us ing the Innermission tent for
evan ge lis tic meet ings.  They have se cured pas tor
Mark Olson for these meet ings.  The meet ings will be
at the Wanamingo Truck Stop.

The dates for these meet ings are Au gust 24-27,
2008.  They will start each eve ning at 7:30 p.m.

Per haps your church or fel low ship group would
like to use the Innermission tent for evan ge lis tic
meet ings.  Would you com mit this in prayer to the
Lord and see what He would like to do?


